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Chapter One

Unbeatable Prosperity

nbeatabl e prosperity isthe prosperity that does not

depend on anything or anyone. It isprosperity that
does not respect the environment or adverse situations. Itis
the blessing that does not mind whether the economy isup
or down. Itisthe prosperity that doesnot carewhether there
Isunemployment or not.

The Spirit of Crabology

Most of the time, people are affected by the adverse
conditionsround about them. Most of uswho liveinAfrica
can feel the frustration of unstable governments, wars and
endemic poverty. The climate is sometimes hostile to the
blossoming of anything successful and prosperous. Anyone
who risesup high ishated and numerousinsidious attempts
are made to equalize the person with the masses.

There is something | call the “ spirit of crabology” . If
you put crabsin adeep bucket, they will all try to come out
of thebucket. Asone of them beginsto go up high, another
one grabs unto the rising crab and pulls him down.



Thisprocess continues, until intheend, not asingle crab
is able to come out of the bucket. Finally al the crabsare
ready to be boiled and none of them escapesalive.

This is the picture of certain communities. Without
knowing it, they keep each other down. Whereas some
communities publish the hundred richest peoplein thenation,
others harass and intimidate the hundred richest people.
Political and “invisiblepowers’, aswell asal sortsof quasi-
legitimate investigations are used to intimidate the
successful people. They haveto pay large sums of money
to political partiesotherwiseall contractswill be cancelled.

Many of the “big time” businessmen in Ghana secretly
support both the ruling and the opposition political parties.
They want both sides to think they are with them. | have
heard several business peopletell methat they had identity
cards, tee shirtsand caps of all major political parties. The
point I'm making is simple; there are environments which
arehostileto progressand prosperity. Therichfear for their
wealth. That iswhy few foreignersinvest inthe country, in
spite of the numerousinvitations.

In such an environment, you need unbeatable
prosperity; prosperity that is not destroyed by the
circumstances. A blessingthat cannot beerased by man,
woman or beast.

| saac experienced unbeatable prosperity. Genesischapter
twenty-six describes the attempt of eternal circumstances
to extirpate God'sblessingson hislife. Firstly, therewasa
famineintheland. A famineof thosedaysisequivaenttoa
bad economy of today.



The economic environment was adverse to his prosperity.
He needed unbeatabl e prosperity that comesfrom God.

CanYouBlameThem?

Thereare many peoplewho want to travel out of Ghanain
order to “makeit”. They spend thousands of dollarstrying
togetavisa. If anincomeof lessthan three hundred dollars
a month puts us beneath the poverty line, then most
Ghanaians are economically categorized as poor. You can
understand why they would want to travel elsewhere.

A cleaner in Canadais paid more than a doctor in
Ghana. Asl writethisbook, amedical doctor in Ghanais
paid about one hundred and fifty dollars a month. This
situation isequivalent to the faminethat | saac experienced.

InIsaac’sday, everyonewastrying to get avisato travel
to Egypt. But theL ord appeared to | saac and told him not to
leave.

THERE WASA FAMINE intheland... theLord
appear ed unto him, and said... GO NOT DOWN
INTO EGYPT: dwdll in theland which | shall tell
thee of... AND | WILL MAKE THY SEED TO
MULTIPLY ... and will giveuntothy seed all these
countries...

Genesis 26:1-4



The Lord blessed Isaac when he stayed in the land of
famine. In spiteof the economic situation, | saac wasableto
prosper. He had hundred percent profit during that particular
period of time. Read it for yourself and believe that
unbeatable prosperity isreal!

Then I saac sowed in that land and received in the
same year an hundredfold; and the Lord blessed
him. And theman waxed great, and went forward,
and grew until he becamevery great...

Genesis 26:12,13

God can make you very great! | see God taking you
forward in spiteof your circumstances! Nofaminecankeep
you down anymore! Famineor no famine, you are going to
makeit! No matter whoisin government, you are going to
makeit! There may be aglobal economic crisis, but God
will giveyou unbestabl e prosperity!

|saac Built aWell

Thiswasnot theend of |saac’schallenges. Hedug wells
and peoplefought with him over thewellsthat he had dug.

And Isaac’sservantsdigged in thevalley, and found
thereawell of springing water. And the herdmen
of Gerar did strivewith Isaac’s herdmen, saying,
Thewater isours...

Genesis 26:19,20



Isaac had begun to have political problems with the
community. The peopleinthecommunity wanted to break
downthewallsof thewell he had built. Isit not interesting
that after a person works hard to build something,
someone else claims the rewards? Some people aways
want to reap what they have not sown!

... thou art an hard man, reaping wherethou hast
not sown, and gathering where thou hast not
strawed...

Matthew 25:24

We Also Built aWell

Not long ago, we experienced asmilar thingin our church.
We built a beautiful cathedral and acquired a piece of land
beside the church. We signed an agreement with the
government. After a few years, a group of people arose
claiming the land was theirs. After we had developed the
property and spent thousands of dollars, people were now
striving with usfor our well.



But Isaac moved on and built another well. Lighthouse
Chapel International beganinaclassroom. Wethen moved
to the corridor of a school building. In spite of our
circumstances, we have been blessed like Isaac. We had to
leave these places and move into a cafeteriain a hospital.
After two years, we were driven out of the canteen by the
authoritiesinthe hospital. Wethen moved to adeserted and
derelict cinema hall situated next to a monstrous rubbish
dump and an exploding publictoilet.

Our prosperity as a church has not depended on the
circumstances surrounding us. Our churchis planted deep
in the heart of a depressed part of the city. In spite of this,
we have prospered and become successful. People cometo
our church from all over the city.

And the man waxed great, and went forward, and
grew until he became very great.

Genesis 26:13

| saac’s prosperity did not depend on that particular well.
Recently, we were attacked by some traditionalists who
claimed we wereviolating their customs by playing drums
inour church on Sunday morning. Many church members
were serioudly injured and numerous cars were damaged.

Three days before that, at about three O’clock in the
morning, an“invisible’ governmenta power broke downthe
wallssurrounding our church building. We had come under
political and governmental attack of the highest order. Soon
after theattack, the IRS (interna revenue service) descended
on us to conduct a major tax investigation on our affairs.



Who wasbehind all thisintimidation and attacks? Whowas
trying to destroy what cannot be destroyed? Who can
fight against God and win?

All thegovernment officials| interacted with denied that
they gave ordersfor theillegal breaking down of our walls.
| smiled at each lying politician as| watched them trying to
escapetheblamethat istheirs. Liarswill not goto heaven!
It is time for politicians to know that liars will not be
welcomein heaven.

Blessed are they that do his commandments that
they may haveright tothetreeof life, and may enter
in through the gatesinto thecity. For without are
dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth
and maketh alie.

Revelations 22:14,15

God's blessings are unbeatable. 1saac’swell was taken
from him on two different occasions. He lawfully built a
waell, but lazy and ungrateful people contended with him over
it. Lazinessand ingratitudear evicesthat causeagloomy
cloud of despondency and retrogression to settle. They
lead to recurring cur ses of poverty.

| saac continued building, in spite of having been cheated.
God's prosperity for your life will happen despite what
people do and say. One minister told me, “I thought your
churchwas‘finished' after the attack.” When hepaid usa
visit, hewassurprised that our church waslarger and stronger
thanever! | am happy totell you that our church has moved



from strength to strength after our attacks. | cannot beginto
tell you about the divine advancement and progresswe have
made after our multiple and diverse persecutions.

You too can experience unbeatabl e prosperity! No matter
your background, family or education, God can lift you up.
God isaspecialist at taking you out of the dust and placing
you among princes. No circumstance is too difficult for
theLord.

Heraiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth
theneedy out of thedung hill; That hemay set him
with princes...

Psalm 113:7,8

| see God setting you among princes! | see Him lifting
you out of thedust of poverty! You areawinner becausethe
God of unbeatabl e prosperity isyour Lord! Inthefollowing
chapters | want to share with you how you can achieve
unbeatabl e prosperity through the secret of divine provision.



Chapter Two

DivineProvison

any years ago | met a young lady called
AddlaideBaiden. | didn't know at thetimethat she
wasto becomemy wife. | remember once walking through
the Spanish Department and seeing her sitting on the stairs
waiting for someone. She said, “Hello.” | turned, but |
couldn’t remember her name. Later, | got to know her name.

Somehow, she became amember of our fellowship and|
got to know her asamember. Then | got to know her asa
friend. Later as aclose friend. Eventually, one day she
became my wife. That ishow God relateswith us. Aswe
get toknow Him, Herevealsmor e and mor e of Himself
to us.

When you get born-again, you may know the Lord as
someonewho savesyou fromyour sins. Then you may know
Him as someone who will take you to heaven. As| have
grown in the Lord, | have gotten to know Him as someone
who givesusthevictory. | asoknow Him as someonewho
heal sthe sick and as someone who providesfor my needs.



In Genesis chapter one, God reveals Himself asElohim,
which means Creator. The word trandated into God in
Genesis chapter oneistheword Elohim. At another point,
God reveals Himself as Jehovah, which means“| am that |
am”; the one who makes promises and covenants and keeps
them.

God progressively revealed Himself tomankind. He
showed Himself to Abraham as El’ Shaddai, which means,
TheAlmighty God”’. Hewastrying to show another aspect
of Himsdf to humanity. El’ Shaddai —theonewhoisamighty
and ableto do all things. God was showing Abraham that
although he was ninety years old, He could still make him
haveachild.

When Abraham went to war with the five kings, God
revealed Himself as Adonal, which means “Master and
Owner”. Hewasthe Master of the battle! When the Lord
revealed Himself to M osesin the burning bush, he showed
Himself as Jehovah, the one who keeps promises. Further
on, God decided to revea Himsalf alittle more as Jehovah
Rophe; “TheLordthat heals’.

You may have been aChristian or apastor for along time
but you can grow inyour relationship until you know God as
Jehovah Rophe, TheHeder. You may havewalked with God
for years without knowing this aspect of Him. But that is
how arelationshipis; it developsover time. You get to know
more about aperson asyou continue the relationship.

When the children of Israel met with an enemy called
Amalek, they fought and won ahard battle. The Lord then
explained to Moses that there was another dimension to



Hisnature. God wassaying, “I am aso Jehovah Niss,” the
God that givesyouvictory. Later on, God revealed Himself
evenfurther asJehovah M’ kaddesh, which means, “ The God
who aso sanctifies’.

You can see that at each stage, God is showing new
dimensions of Himself. Similarly, there are many aspects
of Christianity that we have to experience. In thisbook, |
want you to encounter an important dimension of the Lord.
| want you to find out and experience God as your
provider.

| am happy that Christ has set you freefrom your bondage.
| am glad that your sins are washed away. But comein a
little deeper and get to know another dimension of the God
you serve. Maybe you have experienced God as an
acquaintance or asaclosefriend. Now experienceHimasa
divineprovider!

Thisworldismade up of over Six Billion people, al trying
to providefor themselves. Inevery largecity of theworld,
you will seetheyoung and theold sweatinginorder to eat a
little bread. Itisonly natural for usto rise up and provide
for ourselves.

Today, | want you to know that God can aso providefor
you. Thisiscalled Divine Provision. It isonly through
divine provision that you will experience unbeatable
prosperity. God can providefood for you. God can provide
cars for you. God can provide houses for you. God can
supply al your needs.

| am happy that you areworking. Itisimportant that you
work hard! However, there are things that your hard



work cannot provide. Many peoplework hard, and yet cannot
meet their needs. That is why you need God's divine
provision.

Jacob’s Ladder

Jacob was a hustler passing through town. He was
traveling from place to place trying to makeit in business.
Hehad been ableto get avisaand wastraveling abroad. Along
thejourney, herested under atree and fell asleep.

Whilst adeep, hehad adream in which the Lord appeared
tohim.

And hedreamed, and behold aladder set up on
theearth, and thetop of it reached to heaven: and
behold theangelsof God ascending and descending
on it.

And, behold, theL ord stood aboveit, and said, |
am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the
God of Isaac: theland whereon thou liest, to thee
will | giveit, and to thy seed;

And thy seed shall be asthe dust of the earth,
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to
theeast, and tothenorth, and tothesouth: and in
thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth beblessed.



And, behold, | am with thee, and will keep thee

in all places whither thou goest, and will bring

thee again into thisland; for | will not leave thee,

until I havedonethat which | have spoken to thee
of.
And Jacob awaked out of hisseep, and hesaid,

Surely theLord isin thisplace; and | knew it not.

And hewasafraid, and said, How dreadful isthis
place! thisisnoneother but thehouse of God, and
thisisthe gate of heaven.

And Jacob roseup early in themorning, and took the
stonethat he had put for hispillows, and set it up for a
pillar, and poured oil upon thetop of it.

And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the
name of that city wascalled Luz at thefirst.

Genesis 28:12-19

When he woke up, he made avow to God and asked for
divine provision. Jacob asked God for three important
miracles.

The first thing he asked for was the miracle of divine
presence.

...1f God will bewith me...
Genesis 28:20

Then he asked for the miracle of divine protection.

...and will keep mein thisway that | go...
Genesis 28:20

Finaly, he asked for the miracle of divine provision.

...and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to



put on...

Genesis 28:20

Jacob had arrived at aturning point in hislife. He had
come to the place where he was going to include God in
all that hedid. Infact, hewasgoing to expect God to actually
providetheseimportant thingsfor him. Jacob wanted God's
involvement so much that he virtually

promised to pay God atenth of all hisearnings, if the Lord
agreedto help him.

Dear friend, let me tell you something. God wants to
provide for you. God wants to bless you. God wants to

bless you the way He blessed Jacob. He wantsto provide
you with bread to eat and raiment to put on. He wants to
protect you and to reveal Himself to you as someone who
can supply all your needs.

In thethird world, many educated people live below the
poverty line. No matter how much they work, they can never
dream of buying acar. Thisiswhere God comesin. Let
therebeadistinctioninyour mind between divine provision
and human provision. Human provisioniswhenyou useyour
effortsand human principlesto succeed. Human provision
isby your own hard work.

| believe in hard work and education, but | believe
just asmuch in God’sdivineprovision. God isaGod of
miracles. We serve amiracle-working God.



If God isgoing to become your provider, then you must
invokedivineandbiblical principlesthat will makethelLord
providefor you. God must becomeinvolvedinyour lifeso
that He can become your provider.

In the next few chapters, | will be sharing with you
principles that will cause our Heavenly Father to provide
for you. You will experience unbeatable prosperity when
your heavenly Father providesfor youl!



Chapter Three

The Laws of Divine Provision

...and of all that thou shalt give me | will surely
givethetenth unto thee.

Genesis 28:22

he tithe is the tenth of all your increase. It is a

common fact that most Christiansdo not pay tithes.
| am not writing this book because you are in my church.
You are probably not amember of my church. | amwriting
what | am writing because you need to know thetruth. | am
writing for your own benefit. Godisnot in need of anything.
Hehassaid that thesilver, gold and the cattle on athousand
hillsare His. If He werein need of something, He would
not ask you.

Theslver ismine, and the gold ismine, saith the
LORD of hosts.

Haggai 2:8



Dear friend, we are mere human beingsliving ashort life
on this earth. No matter how much we acquire, we must
leaveit al behind and moveon. Money must not beagodto
us. What is gold? Gold is dirt. It is dug out of

theground! Itisnothing! Why should it become agod to
you? Letit serveyou, do not serveit!

| am sorry to say that most Christians are controlled by
their money. Only asmall percentage of Christianspay their
tithes. Onething that every Christian must realizeisthat the
titheisthe Lord’smoney. Inour churchwecal it the First
and Best Fruits.

And all thetitheof theland, whether of the seed of
theland, or of thefruit of thetree,istheLord’s: it
iIsholy untothe Lord

Leviticus 27:30

What doesthismean? It meansthat ten percent of all you
earnisnot yours, itisactually the Lord’smoney. Whenyou
put that money in the offering bowl, you have done nothing
gpecia or unusua. All you have doneisto give back to God
what isHis!

Suppose someone asked you to keep a hundred dollars
for him. When heasksfor it again, would you expect himto
knedl down and thank you profusely for returning hishundred
dollars? Would you expect him to shower praises on you



for your kindnessto him? Theanswerisno! You havedone
nothing for him. You have just returned his own money to
him!

When you understand that the titheisthe Lord’smoney,
itiseasier for you toreleaseit to the Lord. In the book of
Malachi, the Bibleteaches usthat when you pay your tithes,
thewindows of heaven are opened over your life. Whatever
these windows are, there must be some great benefit for us
whenthey are opened. Blessingsarereleased into our lives.

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse... and
prove menow herewith, saith theLord of hosts, if
| will not open you thewindowsof heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receiveit.

Malachi 3:10

When you pay your tithes you are showing God respect
and are giving Him honor. Oneway God receives honor
from you isthrough your tithes. When you do not pay
your tithes, you are depriving God of Hisrespect.

That ye be not dothful, but follower s of them who
through faith and patienceinherit the promises.



Hebrews 6:12

Jacob tithed. That iswhat invoked divine provision over
hislife. Beye followers of people who experience God's
blessing and do what they did. You will be blessed asyou
pay your first and best fruits.

Honour theL ord with thy substance, and with the
firstfruits of all thine increase.

Proverbs 3:9

| know that some people think that paying tithes is a
command of the law that must not be obeyed today. Dear
friend, weare not talking about thelaw, we aretal king about
principles. The principleisthat of honoring God with the
first fruits of all your increase.

Thenext law of divineprovisionisthelaw of the offering.

THELAW OF THE OFFERING

Give, and it SHALL begiven...
Luke 6:38

Christiansmust |earn to be generous by giving offerings
totheLord. Once again, money must not be moreimportant
tousthanitredlyis. TheBiblesaysthat therearetwo types
of peopleintheworld.



One group gives a lot, and the other group tends to keep
rather thanto give.

There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and
thereisthat withholdeth morethan ismeet, but it
tendeth to poverty.

Proverbs 11:24

God's book, the Bible, tells us that the givers become
richer and the keepers become poorer. This is a divine
principle. The God who created the universehassetin place
the law of giving and receiving. Our little minds cannot
accept that thisisreal. The more you give, the richer you
become —it's just a matter of time!

After giving your tithe (which isnot really giving), you
must now givean offeringtothelLord. Itisthegiving of an
offering to the Lord that will invoke the laws of giving and
receiving on your behalf.

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

Galatians 6:7

In some countries, especially in developing ones, the
political and economic environment is contrary to the
progress of itsown citizens. If you wereto go to acountry
like Switzerland, youwould hardly ever seeaforeigner rise
up and own the major businesses of the nation. However in
someAfrican nations, foreigners own all the supermarkets



and major shopping centers. The government hascreated a
system whereit ismore profitable and easier to import the
used clothing of White people than to set up a garment
factory!

Our church has bought at least two former garment
factories for use as church buildings. The factory owners
were forced out of business by the economic decisions of
theday. In some countries, whenever itsown citizensrise
up in great success and prosperity, the powersthat berally
to bringthemdown. Therearenationswhichkill their heroes.
In such nations, it isacrimeto prosper. Itisacrimeto be
successful. Itisacrimeto bewealthy. Itisacrimetoown
anything. Your business may be closed down, and your
property may be seized and destroyed, just becauseyou are
blessed and somebody isnot happy about it!

| have sat with businessmen who are so frustrated with
the political and economic realities of their nation. One
mansaidtome, “| fed solimited and frustrated by the system.
I know | could make it real big but there is so much
intimidation in the country.” People are afraid to berich
and wealthy even though they could be. Many areforced to
take their money away from the jealous eyes of powerful
politicians. Thisisacurse.

In the book of Deuteronomy, the Bible teaches that
strangers (foreigners) would rise amongst them and become
very great. Meanwhile, the citizensof theland would wither

anay.



Thestranger that iswithin thee shall get up above
theevery high; and thou shalt comedown very low.

Deuteronomy 28:43

Thepoint| ammakingisthis. Evenif youliveinadifficult-
to-prosper environment, God, by supernatural means, can
providefor you! Thatiswhat divineprovisionisall about.
Jacob knew that God could lift him up and establishhimin
thislife. That iswhy he made an agreement with God for
divineprovision.

Offerings Must beAccepted at
Two Different Levels

Whenever you give an offering in church, it must be
received at two levels. First, your church receives it.
Secondly, God receivesit. Itisimportant that your offering
is received at both levels. The church must receive your
offering and God must also receive your offering.

Remember that the church does not promise to multiply
the offering back to you. The church has no such power.
However, Jesus made that promise of multiplication to us.
TheWord of God teachesthat asyou cast your bread onthe
water, it will come back after many days.



Cadt thy bread upon thewater s. for thou shalt find
it after many days.

Ecclesiastes 11:1

There are some occasions where the church will not
receive your money. | want to cite two examplesfrom the
Bible. First, blood money is not accepted in the house of
theLord.

And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and
said, It is not lawful for to put them into the
treasury, because it isthe price of blood.

Matthew 27:6

Notice that when Judas attempted to return the thirty
piecesof silver tothetreasury of the churchit wasrejected.
Why wasit rejected? Becauseit wasblood money! Modern
day drug money isactually blood money. Itismoney that is
earned by the destruction and killing of many livesthrough
cocaine and related substances. Such money isnot welcome
inthe church.

Another scripture tells us that money from prostitution
Is not accepted in the church.

Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the
price of adog, into the house of theLord thy God
for any vow: for even both these are abomination
untotheLord thy God.

Deuteronomy 23:18



The fact that the church has received the offering does
not mean God has received the offering. As | said, the
offering must be received at two different levels. If your
offering isnot received by the L ord, then you have wasted

your money. TheWord of God tellsuswhat sort of offering
Is acceptableto the Lord.

Four Conditionsfor an Acceptable Offering
Thefirst condition for having your offering accepted by
Godisthat, it must not comefromawicked or sinful person.
God doesnot receive offeringsfrom such people. Thechurch
may receiveit becausethey don’t know who you are or what

you do. However, God does see and will not accept such an
offering.

Though yeoffer meburnt offeringsand your meat
offerings, | will not accept them... But let

judgment run down... and righteousness...
Amos 5:22,24

...l haveno pleasureinyou, saith theL ord of hosts,
neither will | accept an offering at your hand.

Malachi 1:10

The second condition is that, you must have a willing
mind.



For if therebefirst awilling mind, it isaccepted...
2 Corinthians 8:12

If you givegrudgingly, youwill not receiveyour blessing.
God lovesacheerful giver. Don't bother to giveif youdon't
really want to.

He Wanted to ‘ Save Face

A businessman told me how he was invited to be the
Chairman of afundraising programin achurch. Henarrated
how eventstranspired until hewas*put on the spot” during
thefundraising. Hesaid, “1 had to make ahuge donation to
‘saveface’.” Thismanunwillingly gave away alargeamount
of money tothechurch. Hecontinued, “After thefundraising
program, | realized | didn’t have enough money to pay the
pledge,” headded, “| had to sall my car to cover thedonation.”
Shortly after settling the debt, heleft the church and joined
another ministry. Heunwillingly gave away ahuge amount
of money to the church.

Insuch acase, wholoses? Theanswer iseverybody! The
churchlost aprominent member. Thebusinessman lost his
car and hisblessng because hegaveit up unwillingly. Always
remember this: itisonly acceptedif itisgivenfromawilling
mind.



Pastors must not intimidate and manipulate their
congregations to give what they don’'t want to give.
Preachers can speak in away that frightens peopleto give
their belongings away. There aretimeswhen | try to stop
people from giving certain gifts to the Lord. | do thisto
make surethey know what they aredoing. | want themto be
freeand willinginther giving so that they will receiveafull
reward.

Thethird important conditionisthis: the offering will be
accepted according to what you have.

...itisaccepted ACCORDINGTO THAT AMAN
HATH...

2 Corinthians 8:12

What does thismean? Everyoneis supposed to givein
proportion to what he has. When a person gives out of
proportion towhat he has, it may be unacceptableto the L ord.
For instance, if astudent givesten dollarstotheLord for a
project, that offering may be acceptableto God in proportion
to the student’smeagreresources. But whenthemillionaire
church member’s contribution is also ten dollars, it is
completely out of proportion to what he has. In proportion
towhat he has, themillionaire hasactually not given anything.
Alwaysremember to give according to what you have. What
has God givenyou? How much has God put into your hands?
Giveaccording to what God has blessed you with.

Thefourthimportant condition for an acceptable offering
Is this: you must not give offerings having in mind things
you do not have.



...it is accepted... not according to that he hath
not.
2 Corinthians 8:12

If you do not have acar, and you think of it asyou give,
you will not give happily. If you think about the thingsyou
intend to buy, you will not be happy to give. Infact, youwill
start penalizing God for not having certain things. Anybody
who gives an offering whilst thinking of all the things he
doesn’t have, is not going to be giving an acceptable
offering.

You need to forget about all thethingsyou lack whenit's
timeto build the Lord’s kingdom. Forget about your own
projectsand givefreely to the Lord.

| once had to give substantially towardsachurch building
project. | had my own building project to complete. That
offering could have completed my project, but | still gaveit.
If I had thought of my own project, | would not havegivento
theLord. Remember this, offerings become acceptablewhen
they are given with afree mind, and without thinking of all
thethingsyou do not have.

May the Lord give you the spirit of revelation to grasp
these powerful truths. Once you havethisrevelation, your
offerings will always be accepted by God. You will be
propelled into divine provision and unbeatabl e prosperity!



Chapter Four

Seeking the Kingdom

Il throughout life, we try to provide for ourselves.

The curse upon this planet isasreal today asit has
ever been. On some parts of the earth, there seem to be
even more frustrations. A student goesto the university in
an attempt to improve himself and provide for his future.
Suddenly, asergeant overthrowsthe government and closes
down the university. You areforced to flee. Now, you are
no longer able to continue in your pursuit of human
provision.

Evenin the devel oped world, there are many thingsthat
frustrate our ambitionsto providefor ourselves. Weall need
divineprovision. We need God. We cannot put theLord
Jesuson asideplate, Hemust bethemain course! God
cannot be athird party. He must be central to our livesand
He must be apart of both our financial and socid lives.

If youwant God to divinely providefor you, then you must
accept that therearedivinelawsand principlesinplace. These
divine laws must be set to work on your behalf otherwise
God will not getinvolved in providing for you.



In this chapter, we want to share about building the
kingdom of God. Matthew 6:33 says, But seek yefirst
the kingdom of God and all things will be added unto
you. Humanly speaking, if you seek thefinancial kingdom,
financesmay beadded toyou. But that isnot God’swisdom.
If you want to experience divine provision, you must seek
the kingdom of God first and thingswill be supernaturally
addedtoyour life. That isdivineprovision!

Very few people actually invest in the kingdom of God.
They build their own livesand give God the penniesand the
change. Listen to medear friend! When you build God's
kingdom, it causes you to have His hand on your little
kingdom.

There are two main ways we can contribute to
building God’skingdom. You can contribute spiritually.
Secondly, you can actually physically build the kingdom.
Spiritually building the kingdom of God involves praying,
fasting, preaching, counseling and witnessing. Physically
building the kingdom of God involvesusing your money to
construct chapels and other buildingsfor the glory of God.

If you study this passagein the book of Haggai, you will
notice that the Lord was concerned about the physical
construction of His house. It is true that first of al, the
church isa spiritual thing. But without the buildings, we
have no whereto assemble and to worship.

Goup tothemountain, and bringwood, and build
thehouse; and | will take pleasureinit, and | will

be glorified, saith the Lord.



Haggai 1:8

| know of many churches that are unable to meet more
than once during theweek becausethey do not have asuitable
meeting place. They do not haveanywheretoworship. By
the grace of God, we have our own building. On Sundays,
we havefivemain servicesand several other services. After
the services, we have Bible schools during the afternoons.
On Tuesdays, we have a powerful teaching service. On
Wednesdays, we have Bibleschools. On Thursdayswehave
fellowship meetings. On Fridays, we haved|-night meetings.
On Saturdays, there are weddings and rehearsals. On
Mondays, we rest, but even then, there are always some
meetings going on in the church.

If wedid not haveabuilding, many of these meetingscould
not happen. Every church must believe God for its own
building. God wants churchesto have their own beautiful
buildings. Buildingsmakeyou substantia. That iswhy God
bl esses people who help to build His church.

Do you want God's eyes to be on you? Then build his
kingdom. When | wasamedical student, | built God'schurch
spiritually. That iswhy God's grace helped methrough the
school. Many timeswhen | could havegonedown, God lifted
me up! Once, | won a prize worth alot of money. | was
surprised that | could win such aprize! | thought, “What
have | done to deservethis?’ It wasjust the grace of God
blessing mefor building Hiskingdom.



THE LAW OF FINANCING EVANGELISM,
MISSIONSAND MINISTERS

One of thefavorite verses of Charismatic Christiansis,

... My God shall supply all your need accordingto
hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:19

However, if you take the time to read the verses before
thispopular scripture, youwill find out that Paul had received
Immense support from the Philippian Christians. He was
writing back and ministering ablessing of God to thosewho
had supported him in the ministry. You will discover that
that particular blessing was directed at thefinanciersof his
missionary work.

Now ye Philippians know also, that in the
beginning of the gospel, when | departed from
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as
concer ning giving and receiving, but ye only.

Philippians 4:15

Do we not havethousandsof Christianswhose needshave
not been met? Certainly! | seethemeveryday! But God can
and will supply our needsif weline up with HisWord. God
has anointed certain mento do Hiswork. Jesussaid, whoever
recelvesyou isactually receiving me.



He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that
receiveth mereceiveth him that sent me.

Matthew 10:40

The Word of God abounds with examples of divine
provision for those who finance God's servants.

[t'sJust aCar

Someyearsago, | wasinthe home of acertain Christian
family. | sat quietly and listened to them discussthe affairs
of their priest. You see, there was a controversy in their
church over acar that had been bought by the church. Some
members of the church felt that the pastor should just have
the use of the car. Othersfelt that the car should belong to
the pastor.

As | listened to them, | sensed that some of the people
were subtly against the well-being of their pastor. To them
theimportant thing wasthewelfare of theingtitution. A subtle
but real mindset had developed. 1t madetherol e of the pastor
of secondary importance. What wasimportant to themwas
theinstitution.

Theseindividualswere making abig mistake. TheBible
saysstrikethe shepherd and the sheep will scatter. TheBible
doesn’t say strike the building and the sheep will scatter.
The Bible doesn’t say strike the institution and the sheep
will not attend. Our church has been attacked with stones,
sticksand even bombs. Butitisstill very full every Sunday
morning.



Asyouread through the Bible, youwill discover how God
deals with individuals. He does not deal with groups or
ingtitutions. Heisdealing with individual men and women.
God isworkingwith certain menin every nation. When
you look after such men, you provoke divine provision
onyour life. Whenyou carefor such people, you arecaring
for God's preciousjewels.

The ShunammiteWoman Ministered to Elisha

Do you remember the testimony of the Shunammite
woman?

And it fell on aday, that Elisha passed to Shunem,
wherewasagreat woman; and sheconstrained him
toeat bread. And soit was, that asoft ashe passed
by, heturned in thither to eat bread.

2Kings4:8
Thiswasthewoman who asked Elishato comeand stay in
her house. She provided for him aresting place. Shegave

him food and shelter. Thisprovoked adivineresponse. One
day Elishasaid to her.

...Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all
thiscare; what isto be donefor thee?

2 Kings4:13

The man of God was provoked to minister a miracle of
childbirthto her. It wasnot Elishawho gave her thechild, it
was God.



And he said, About this season, according to the
time of life, thou shalt embrace a son...

2Kings4:16

The Widow Fed Elijah

Look at the testimony of Elijah. He met with a widow
whowasabout todiefromafamine. Elijahwantedto minister
amiracle of supernatural supply of food to her. So hetold

her,

... Fear not; goand doasthou hast said: but make
methereof alittlecakefirst, and bring it unto me,

and after makefor theeand for thy son.
1Kings17:13

Before the blessing could come, she had to invoke the
laws of divine provision by ministering to the man of God.
Anytime you minister personally to a man of God, you
invokethelaws of divine provision. Thiswoman would
havediedif shehadn’t donewhat shedid. God was merciful



to her and divinely supplied what she needed. | see God
supplying al your needs asyou minister to the man of God
inyour life!

Ministration Opensthe Door to Blessing

Do you remember the testimony of Isaac? When |saac
was dying, he called his children and said, “I want to bless
you.” |saac said to his firstborn son Esau, “Make me the
food | loveand bring it to me. When | eat and am blessed,
my soul will blessyou beforel die.”

And makemesavoury meat, such asl love, and bring
it tome, that | may eat; that my soul may blessthee
beforel die.

Genesis 27:4

What was happening here? Why couldn’t |saac just bless
hissonand die? Isaac knew that if hisson ministered to him
it would provoke the true blessing from a father to a son.
Dear Christian friend, thisprincipleisstill truetoday. The
Bible saysthat agift maketh room for aman.

Any gift you give to a man of God provokes the
anointing. | try never to missan opportunity to blessaman
of God.

Under the ministry of Jesus, you will remember the
woman withtheaabaster box. Shegave an expensivegiftto
Christ. Some peopleeven criticized her for doing that. But
what did Jesus say?



. Seest thou this woman? | entered into thine
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but
shehath washed my feet with her tears, and wiped
them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me
no kiss: but thiswoman since thetime | camein
hath not ceased to kissmy feet. My head with ail
thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath
anointed my feet with ointment. Whereforel say
untothee, Her sins, which aremany, areforgiven...

Luke 7:44-47

Thiswoman received her blessing, not because she put
some money in the offering, but because she ministered to
theman of God himsalf. | encourageyou to blessyour pastor.
Galatians 6:6 teaches usto giveto them who have taught us.
Itisour duty to minister back tothemin carna things. Don't
be over-spiritual. Don't try to be wiser than God. Judas
complained whenthegift wasgivento Christ. Hesaid, “ This
money should have been put in the offering or given to the
poor.”

Giving directly to the man of God is a principal key to
divine provision in your life.



Chapter Five

|f God Does Not Help You,
No One Can Help You!

here are many curses operating in the world today.

Thereareglobal and sectional cursesat work. There
are curses of poverty everywhere, and if God does not help
us, noonewill. Inthischapter, | want to show you how much
weneed God'shelpinour lives.

Asthekingof | srael waspassing by upon thewall,
there cried a woman unto him, saying, help, my
lord, O king. And hesaid, If theLord donot help
thee, whenceshall | help thee? out of thebar nfloor,
or out of the winepress? And the king said unto
her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This
woman said unto me, Givethy son that we may eat
him today and we will eat my son tomorrow. So
we boiled my son and did eat him: and | said unto
her thenext day, Givethy son, that wemay eat him:
and shehath hid her son.



2 Kings 6:26-29

Thisaccount isone of the saddest storiesinthe Bible. It
is about a woman who entered into a contract with her
neighbor. She agreed to kill and boil her son for supper.
The agreement stated that they would eat her neighbor’sson
after they had eaten up her’s. After she had chopped up her
son and made soup out of him, her neighbor was probably
overwhelmed with the horror of havingtokill her son. She
had seen how her friend’s son had screamed and begged as
hewasbeingkilled. Sheremembered how difficultit wasto
eat the child though they wereall starving.

Thewoman who had sacrificed her sonwasdesperate. Not
only was she hungry, but shefelt cheated! Shehad adouble
loss. Atleast, if her sonwasdlive, they could have encouraged
each other. Now hewasdownin her stomach!

This woman saw the king walking on the wall and she
shouted to himfor help. Theking gavean answer that every
Christian should remember. Hesaid, “ 1 f God doesnot help
you, then how can | help you?”

And hesaid, If theLord do not help thee, whence
shall | help thee?...

2 Kings 6:27

Theking did not know the kind of problem this woman
had. Hedid not even know thetypeof hel p thewoman needed.
He just knew this eternal principle. The principle that if
God does not help, then al our effortsareinvain.



What did Jesus say? He said, “Without me, you can do
nothing.”

...for without me ye can do nothing.
John 15:5

In Ghana, we have tried so many forms of government.
Initialy, the British colonized us. At apoint, wefelt that the
presence of the Europeans was keeping us from going
forward as a nation. We clamored for independence and
eventually got it in 1957. Then we had Kwame Nkrumah,
our first president, who led usfor awhile. After sometime,
wefelt achangewas necessary.

In 1966, therewasacoup d’ état and some soldierscame
into power. After the soldiers had been around for awhile,
wewent back to democracy. After we practiced democracy
for awhile, some soldiers took over once again. We had
moved from colonization to independence to democracy to
military rule and back to democracy.

After democracy, we decided to try house cleaning. We
did some military house cleaning for afew monthsand then
handed back to ademocratic government. The democratic
government was allowed to work for just two years. Then
we had arevolution. It seemed that neither colonization,
independence, democracy, military rule or even house
cleaning was helping the nation. Now we had embarked
upon arevolution. After therevolution went onfor awhile,
we decided to come back to democracy.

Itisamarvel how we human beingstry to help ourselves,
sometimeswithout the help of God. Our first president said,
“Seek yefirgt the political kingdomand all other things shall



be added.” When the Word of God teaches usto seek the
help of God first, we spoke of things contrary to God'slaws.
Theremust be adifference between seeking the kingdom of
God and seeking the political kingdom. No wonder after
forty years of independence, the nation of

Ghanaisstill not really free. You see, independenceisnot
the same asfreedom.

Wearetill endaved to European nationsthrough theloans
they giveus. We are actually working to pay back what we
owethem. We queueat foreign embassiesfor visasin order
to go abroad to work so we can prosper.

Isit notironical that during the slavetrade, our ancestors
were shipped unwillingly to Europe and America, but now,
peoplewill drop everything for the opportunity to travel to
these same destinations! Alas, our independence has not
brought usthe freedom and prosperity wefought for.

We owe so much, yet we continue to borrow more! Just
asthe Bible says, the borrower isaservant to the lender.

Therichruleth over thepoor, and theborrower is
servant to thelender.

Proverbs 22:7

White peoplewerecriticized for making inhumane castles
to keep Black prisoners. Theironic thing isthat although
we are approaching the twenty first century, we the Black
people are still using some of these castles to imprison our



own brothers. Arewe realy free? It issad to hear about
African Heads of Statefeeding their own Black brothersto
lions. We are back inthe days of Daniel and the lion’sden!

Thepoint I'm trying to makeissimple. If God does
not help us, colonization, independence, democr acy,
military rule, housecleaning, revolution, or democracy
cannot help us!! Itistruethat we must make effortsto help
oursalves. | believein education.

| believein hardwork. | anavery practical person and work
for severa hours every day. But none of these things can
rule out the God factor. 1f God does not help you, then no
onecan helpyou.

Isthere aCursein the Earth?

Inasmuch ashuman beingsaretrying to develop and help
themselves, you will realize that frustrations abound
everywhere. Even the superpower nations have many
problems they cannot solve. Entire neighborhoods are
riddled with drug addicts, prostitution and murderous
teenagers. | once heard of the citizens of peaceful
Switzerland wanting to arm themselves and shoot at drug
pushersintheir area, in order to drivethem away fromtheir
children.

Many prevailing conditions have spiritual roots, and that
iswhy they must be dealt with spiritualy. That iswhy you
need God to break through in this life! Never ending
problems are often rooted in acurse. The whole world is
cursed to struggle and sweat in order to survive. It is



something that will not just go away. Christians must
under stand that there aretwo major cursesat work in
theearth.

Thereiswhat | call aglobal curse. In addition to that,
thereisalso asectional curse. Thesetwo cursescame about
at theorigin of thehumanrace. Theexistence of these curses
makes it necessary for us to apply wisdom and spiritual
strength to havevictory and unbeatabl e prosperity inthislife.

TheAdamic Curse

Adam was cursed to sweat and strugglein order to survive.
Theearthwascursed to bring forth painful thornsand thistles
for Adam’s children. This curse affectsall people and that
iIswhy God said to Eve, “What isthisthat thou hast done?’

...AndtheLord God said untothewoman, What is
thisthat thou hasdone?

Genesis 3:13a

Thiscurse has sentenced usall to yearsof very hard work
in order to survive. No part of the human race is exempt
fromthiscurse. That explainswhy we all have to toil and
|abour for most of our lives. However, thereisanother curse
originating from Noah. Pleaseremember that just asAdam
was once the only man alive on earth, Noah and hisfamily
wereasotheonly group aliveontheearth at apoint intime.
Whatever happened to Adam and Noah are significant to us
today.



TheNoahic Curse

Noah had 3 sons, from whom all the different groups of
people on earth originated. Now, Noah's curse was not
againg all hischildren. 1t seemed to affect aparticular group.
Thissectional cursedid not affect thewholehuman race.
Noah actually blessed hisother two sons. Hesaid to Japheth,

God shall enlarge Japheth...
Genesis 9:27

He aso blessed Shem and said,

...Blessed bethe Lord God of Shem; and Canaan
shall be his servant.

Genesis 9:26
But he cursed Ham's son, Canaan, and said;

...A servant of servantsshall hebeunto hisbrethren.
Genesis 9:25

Noah and histhree sonsweretheonly peopleaiveonthe
earth, at acertain pointin history. Oneday Noah wasdrunk
and uncovered himself. Oneof hissons, Ham, exposed his
father whereas the two others covered him. When Noah
awoke, he pronounced acursefor the dishonor that had been
donehim during hisdrunken state.

Thisentire human race descendsfrom Noah' ssons: Shem,
Ham and Japheth. 1t seemsasthough sections of the human
race were given a curse of extra frustration through the



pronouncement of Father Noah. The cursewassimpleand
it was to Ham’'s son Canaan. He wastold, “You will be a
servant to the others.”

| am not interested in controversial discussions. All | am
saying isthat there was an Adamic curse which was global
and there was also a Noahic curse which was sectional.
Thesethingsareinthe Bible. No part of the human raceis
inferior to another. Some of the differences we seein the
world aredueto thefact that cursesare operationa in certain
regions. These differences are not because one group of
peopleisinferior to another.

We must know what God has called usto be. We must
understand the spiritual and historical cursesand blessings

that are prevailing in certain places. If God putsyouin a
place that is laboring under a never-ending cycle of
frustration, you must understand your calling and the type
of problemsyouwill haveto deal with.

...A servant of servantsshall hebeunto hisbrethren.
Genesis 9:25

Although there are exceptionsto everything, acurseisa
generalized word of frustration spoken against a group of
people. This curse of Noah (Genesis 9:25) was a
proclamation against the ability to lead and develop in a
section of the human race. The absence of good leadership
Isobviousin many sectionsof theworld. A servantisnot a
leader. A servant of servantsis someone who is far from
being aleader!



The failure to successfully lead nations into prosperity
and development isareality we haveto deal with everyday.
Obviousdly, the lack of leadership has made many nations
poorer than they should be. The masses of peoplein such
nationsflounder in poverty, under-development, suffering,
senselesswarsand corruption.

All these are signs of alack of good leadership. People
who are aware of this curse must teach on leadership and
train themselves and others to become good leaders. This
will help greatly to aleviate or ameliorate the effects of
thiscurse. Theabsence of good leadersisone of thegreatest
cursesthat can ever befall any group of people. Noticewhat
the scriptures say will happen to Israel for their
disobedience— God said Hewould deprivethem of adl kinds
of leaders.

For, behold, theL ord, theLord of hosts, doth take away
from Jerusalem... Themighty man, and theman of war,
the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the
ancient, The captain of fifty, and the honourable man,
and the counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the
eloquent orator. And | will give children to be ther
princesand babes shall rule over them...

|saiah 3:1-7

A nation which murders or eliminates leaders, judges,
kings, presidents, businessmen, wealthy peopleand spiritual
leadersistruly in an unfortunate state.

Let usbriefly look at the different groups of peopleliving
on earth today, and from which of the sons of Noah they
originated.



Gened ogy of Ham?

Ham, the onewho angered hisfather, had four sons. Cush,
Mizraim, Phut, and Canaan. Itisinteresting to notewhothe
descendants of Ham were.

Cush, thefirst son, was progenitor of various Ethiopian
tribes that settled south of Egypt and also overran Arabia,
Babyloniaand India. Mizraim, the second son of Ham was
the progenitor of various Egyptian tribes. Mizraim means
double. Tribesof thedouble Egypt (upper and lower Egypt)
came from him. Phut, the third son, was the progenitor of
the Libyansand other tribesin Africa. Canaan, theonewho
was cursed, wasthe progenitor of peoplesmainly in Paestine,
Arabia, Tyre, Sidon and other parts of the land promised to
Abraham.

1 Used by permission of Dake's Publishing

Geneal ogy of Japheth

Notice also the descendants of Japheth, the onewho was
promised enlargement.

Japheth had seven sons. Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan,
Tubal, Meshech and Tiras. The first son Gomer was the
ancient progenitor of theancient Galatians and Phrygians

from which camethe natives of northern Europe and later as
the Germans, French, Welsh, Irish, Britonsand various other
anglo-saxon races. Theseall came from the three sons of
Gomer.



Magog, was the progenitor of the Scythians and Tartars
whose descendants predominate in modern Russia. Madai
was the progenitor of the Medes and Persians. Javan was
the progenitor of the Greeks, Italians, Spainards and
Portuguese. Tubal was the progenitor of the Iberians,
Georgians, Capadocians, and other Asiatic and European
races. Meshech wasthe progenitor of the Muscovitetribes
which now inhabit Russia. Tiraswasthe progenitor of the
Thracians and perhapsthe Etruscanswho migrated to I taly.

Genea ogy of Shem

Notice again the sons of Shem. Remember that Shem’s
blessing was that his God would be blessed. He had five
sons. Elam, Assur, Arphaxad, Lud, Aram. Elam was the
progenitor of the Elamite who settled near the Persian Gullf.
Assur was the progenitor of the Assyrians. Arphaxad was
the progenitor of the Arabians, Israelites, Edomites,
Moabites, Ammonites, Ishmaelites, Midianites and other
tribes of Asia. Lud was the progenitor of the Lydians of
Asiaminor. Aramwasthe progenitor of theAramaeans|ater
called Syrians.

A close look at the sections of the world's population
emanating from these three sons of Noah is revealing. |
leave you to draw your own conclusions!

Poverty isa Curse

Another curse you must be aware of is the curse of
poverty. Inorder to experience unbeatable prosperity, you
must identify curses and deal with them. If you embracea
curse, it will frustrate you.



| can seecursesinoperationinso many places. No matter
the effortsthat are made, the frustrations and the sweat still
remain. | also see poverty and lack, as a curse. It is
important for anyone who wants to experience divine
provision to see poverty asacurse. In Deuteronomy 28,
Moseslisted the cursesthat would come upon Isradl if they
disobeyed the Word of God. One of the curseswas poverty
andlack

Thereforeshalt thou servethineenemieswhich the
Lord shall send against thee, in hunger, and in
thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things...

Deuteronomy 28:48

Why do | believe that poverty is a curse? Because the
Word of God puts poverty in the category of acurse. The
Word of God saysthat poverty isacurse.

| am aware that some people take vows of poverty. |
respect themfor their great sacrificetothe Lord. However,
| can seeclearly that when God cursed the | sraglites, poverty
was one of the frustrations to expect. All the curses of
Deuteronomy 28 lead to poverty. But in Deuteronomy
28:48, you seeit abit moreexplicitly. God shall set theeup
in  hunger, thirst, nakedness and in want.

My pastor in the North of Ghanatold me how children
eat from the rubbish dump. That must beacurse. Weseeon
CNN almost everyday, the horrors of warsaround theworld.
We see starving children and dying masses. These are not
blessings.

Poverty Leadsto Lack of Education



Poverty leads to a lack of education. Hosea 4:6 says
that people perishfor lack of knowledge.

My people aredestroyed for lack of knowledge...
Hosea 4:6

An entire nation perishes when there is a lack of the
knowledge of arts, science, medicine, law, etc. Poverty isa
curse becauseitisaviciouscycle. Poverty bringsabout an
inability to beeducated. Thelack of education leadsto more
poverty. Theweathy remaininther riches, and the poverty
of the poor deepens.

Poverty Causes Poor Health and Disease

Poverty causes poor health and disease. The life
expectancy for rich countries is much higher than poor
countries. Thelifeexpectancy for aGhanaianisabout fifty-
eight years. The life expectancy for a Canadian is about
seventy-six years. Thereisasignificant difference between
the figures of these two countries. Thisdifferenceisvery
much related to the state of wealth.

Do you remember the story of the rich man and
Lazarus? Who died first? Was it not the poor man

Lazarus who died first? Was Lazarus not suffering from a
terrible ul cerating condition? What treatment could L azarus
afford? The only treatment Lazarus could afford was a
dressing and licking of hissoresby therich man’sdogs.

...Moreover the dogs came and licked his sore.
Luke 16:21



Poverty certainly leadsto poor health.
Poverty L eadsto Drunkenness

Poverty isa curse becauseit causes peopleto get drunk.
Many poor peopledrink to forget about their insurmountable
problems.

Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and
remember hismisery no more.

Proverbs 31:7

There are many problems without solutions. People
without God cannot see the way out of their crisis. They
often resort to drinking. | remember a lady | met from
Uganda. Shewould hold abottlein her hand and say, “ Pastor,
| havealot of problems. That'swhy I'mdrinking.” Thecurse
of poverty makesyou drink.

Poverty Leadsto alLack of Friends

Another reason why poverty isacurseisbecausethe poor
man hasfew friendsor relatives.

Thepoor ishated even of hisown neighbour: but
therich hath many friends.

Proverbs 14:20

One of the signs of poverty is that your relatives and
friendsarenot interested inyou. TheBibletellsusthat the
neighbor of apoor manisvery far from him.



Why isit that when Liberia was overran by anarchists,
Americadid not seem to take much notice? However, when
Iraqinvaded Kuwait, thewholeworld took notice? | wishto
suggest that the poverty of Liberia does not make it of as
much concern as other places. The Bible says that even
relativesare not interested in their poor brothersand sisters.

Poverty L eadsto Domination by the Rich

Another reason why poverty must be a curseisthat poor
people are dominated and ruled by rich people. Therich
nationsareruling over the poor nations.

Rich Western nations continue to dominate poor African
nations through monetary loans and world trade. Therich
nations vary at random, the purchase prices of the items

these African nationsexport. Thereisnothing that the poor
nations can do except to complainin futility.

Poverty Leadsto Disregard
Poverty makes peopledisregard you.

Therewasalittle city, and few men within it; and
therecameagreat king against it, and besieged it,
and built great bulwarksagainst it: Now therewas
found in it apoor wise man, and heby hiswisdom
delivered the city; yet no man remembered that
same poor man.



Then said |, Wisdom is better than strength:
nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised,
and hiswordsarenot heard.

Ecclesiastes 9:14-16

A poor man may have much wisdom, but hiswisdomis
despised. | know many African Christian ministerswho are
very wiseand anointed. They are, however, not regarded much
because they come from a poor background. Even in the
church, I notice asubtle disregard of those who come from
Africa

At international gatherings, many ministers from rich
nations are not really interested in relating with fellow
ministersfrom poorer countries. Although wealth andriches
should not be ayardstick for devel oping relationships, that
Is often the case.

Many western ministersunknowingly seeAfricaonly as
aplace they can add to their long list of mission fields. It
enrichestheir résuméor curriculumvitae. Therich have

no real interest in the poor. The world, and even the
Church, istruly polarized into therich and the poor. |
have been despised before and it is a painful experience.
Truly, poverty isnot ablessing from God.

Do youthink Japanese or Asansareloved by Westerners?
The western world has been forced to relate with them
because of their immense wealth. | am told that some
Americanseven learnto speak Japanese becauseit isof vital



importance when doing business. | have never heard of an
American or German learning to speak Twi (a prominent
Ghanaian language) becauseit isof economicimportance.

Nobody in the world is learning a Ghanaian language
because it is economically important to do so. We, on the
other hand, have had to adopt aforeign languageasour officid
language! Nowonder weare not respected much by theworld
community.

The Truth SetsUsFree

If poverty is a curse, then decide to stay away from it.
The frustrations of poverty must never beyours. You can
overcomeevery curse of poverty through the blood of Jesus.
The Bible says that you shall know the truth and the truth
shall makeyou free.

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
makeyou free.

John 8:32

The truth of God's Word iswhat will liberate you from
every curseand frustration. Thereisalaw that teachesthat
whatsoever aman sows, that shall hereap. Thisisthelaw of
reward for hard work. If you work hard, the law will be
fulfilled and you will reap the blessings of prosperity.

God longs to bless His children with unbeatable
prosperity. There is no shortcut to experiencing God's
blessings. Thank God for HisWord. InHimislifeand the
lifeisthe light of humanity. Within the Word of God, you
will have direction for your life. Asyou study the Word,



God will give you wisdom to escape from the curse of
poverty. Youwill escapefromtheglobal and sectional curses
that areinoperationinthisworld! Divineprovisonwill be
yours! Wisdom shall promote and establish you in
unbeatabl e blessings!

Wisdomistheprincipal thing... Exalt her, and she
shall promotethee: sheshall bring theeto honour,
when thou dost embrace her.

Proverbs 4:7,8

People will speak about how you have unbeatable
blessings. | see God giving you unbeatabl e prosperity now!
| see the curse of poverty breaking in your life right now!
From this moment, walk out of the bondage of lack and
failure! You areachild of the King! You are blessed with
unbestable prosperity!



